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KOL RAMBAM 

by Jason Avigan ‘13     

On Sunday, Nov. 11, fifty-one Maimonides 
students in Grades 8-12 arrived in Long 
Beach, NY.  

Headed by Rabbi Mordechai Soskil, 
Upper and Middle School Judaic Studies 
principal, and Mrs. Judy Boroschek, gen-
eral studies principal, the volunteers had 
stepped up for a day of manual labor to 
help some of those worst hit by Hurricane 
Sandy. What we saw was shocking and 
painful to many.  

The first glimpse into the uprooted life-
style was a sign instructing residents, “Do 
not flush toilets.”  This was the least of 
their problems.  

Driving along the beach we saw moun-
tains of sand collected from the neigh-
borhood.  Carried in by waves of water, 
the sand itself had been a huge factor in 
the destruction of many homes.  

Venturing further into the wasteland, we 
began to look down residential streets, 
where the destruction wrought by the 
storm manifested itself on front lawns.  In 
front of every house lay immense piles of 
garbage — garbage that until the storm 
on Oct. 29 and 30 was these people’s fur-
nishings and other possessions.

The bus dropped us off in one of the 
most devastated areas, where we split 
into groups of five and six.  Groups 
walked from door to door asking people 
what they could do.  

“I was skeptical at first, doubting we 
could get anything done in such a short 
period of time,” said Shoshana Stitcher 
’13. “When we got there, though, we got 

Student chesed battalion aids storm-battered new yorkers
right to work and were able 
to help a lot of people who 
needed us.”

Adam Kramer ’13 asked several 
people before finding some-
where for his group to work.  
He remarked, “Countless people 
turned us away, telling us about 
others who needed our help 
even more.  Despite everything 
they had lost, they seemed so 
selfless.”

Each group, however, quickly 
found a way to make itself 
useful.  Elisha  Jacobs ’13 and 
his group got to work on a pile 
of debris left on the sidewalk outside a 
man’s house.  

“If you could get this cleared up before 
my kid gets home,” the man told Elisha 
with a grateful smile, “it would mean 
so much to him.”  The group shoveled 
through the wreckage, much of which 
was evidently sewage, bagged it and set 
it out to be taken away.  

Daniel Ofman ’13 and his group used 
saws to cut up tree branches to be 
hauled away.  Jacob Bergel ’13 led his 
group in the demolition of a family’s 
garage, breaking up walls and carrying 
away the remains.  

Most groups, though, focused on helping 
families dispose of their belongings.  “It 
was like spring-cleaning except no one 
chose what to throw out — they had to 
get rid of everything,” commented Elisha 
Galler ’13.  He added, “We almost felt like 
a moving service, except instead of load-

Shoshana Stitcher ‘13 and Tara Hanau ‘13  moving debris 
from the storm.  (Photo by Ari Schild ‘14)
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ing people’s lives onto a truck, we dumped 
them on the curb.”

My group spent a majority of the time help-
ing one family move the wreckage piled in 
the backyard onto the front lawn.  Every time 
we picked something up, we had to walk 
back through the house.  The house was com-
pletely empty.  Every piece of furniture had 
been removed, and most of the rotting walls 
had been broken up and discarded.  

After several hours of work, the groups reas-
sembled and returned to the bus.  We shared 
our experiences and Yoni Schoenberg ’13 
commented, “I know we could only make the 
tiniest dent in the catastrophe, but it was still 
nice to do what we could.”  

The others agreed, many admitting that they 
felt proud to tell people they had made the 
trip from Boston to help. 

Soon we arrived at the house in nearby 
Lawrence of Maimo alumna Leah (Rosenfield) 
Lightman ’78, who served us dinner and 
expressed her deep gratitude for our help. 
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The 15 fifth graders gathered in a circle 
of chairs in a classroom corner and 
greeted each other, making sure to 
establish eye contact. Their teacher, 
Rabbi Dovid Reisman, asked them to 
recognize each other’s good qualities.

“Any time we try to show hakarat 
hatov, we first have to recognize that 
something good just happened,” he 
said. Then, referring to Parashat Chayyei 
Sarah, he asked, “Imagine that Rivka is 
a fellow student in your class. What are 
some examples of Rivka’s good quali-
ties?”

The scene, repeated in classrooms 
all over the Brener Building, was the 
Monday Morning Middot Meeting, a 
central part of the middot program in 
the elementary grades this academic 
year at Maimonides.

The main goal of the program, said 
Rabbi David Saltzman, principal, is “kids 
should have a better understanding 
and appreciation of the concept of 
hakarat hatov — gratitude with atti-
tude.”

“It’s not just thanking someone for 
holding the door for you,” Rabbi 
Saltzman explained. “It’s asking what 
is the process that we all go through, 
even subconsciously, and recognizing it 
and responding.”

The conceptual approach breaks this 
Jewish value down into four aspects:

1. Hakarat hatov to the Almighty.

2. Gratitude to another person.

3. Appreciation of other people’s quali-
ties, “and how those qualities benefit 
us and help complete our communi-
ties.”

4. Appreciation of one’s environment.

“We’ve also identified that hakarat 
hatov includes recognizing that some-
body did something for me, internal-
izing the sense of feeling good about 

it, and acting on those feelings,” Rabbi 
Saltzman continued.

As the cornerstone of the year’s mid-
dot program, hakarat hatov is the focus 
of the schoolwide weekly Monday 
Morning Middot Meetings. “We learn 
the middah of hakarat hatov through 
a communal meeting which relates 
to something in the parashah,” he 
explained. 

For example, he said, G-d not only 
saved the lives of Noach and his fam-
ily but also protected him during the 
prolonged construction of the ark and 
ensured that his food supply didn’t 
spoil. “The followup is when kids are 
asked to identify areas in their own lives 
where they have to give hakarat hatov 

to somebody for doing something 
good for them.”

Then teachers Michal Bessler and 
Jessica Mocle summarize the session 
and distribute it to teachers for use dur-
ing the week.  “Every week I give a dvar 
Torah to the third through fifth grades 
that relates back to the message they 
learned in class,” the principal said. 

Rabbi Saltzman said teachers and 
administrators are using several strate-
gies to reach the goal. At the start of the 
year, a skit performed by teachers dem-
onstrated the four areas. Then students 
returned to class and concentrated on 
the different types of hakarat hatov.

Other events and programs are planned 
as the school year progresses, includ-
ing activities connecting brachot to 
the hakarat hatov concept, and some 
art projects. “We plan some Chesed 
Chaverim work so fifth graders will 
have a chance to discuss scenarios with 
younger kids about hakarat hatov,” 
Rabbi Saltzman said.

“We try to embed it in the curriculum, 
so that during any part of the day, in 
every area of the school, teachers and 
students are aware,” Rabbi Saltzman 
asserted. “And any time it comes up, we 
learn it, teach it, demonstrate it, and live 
it.”  

 

MIDDOT CURRICULUM FOCUSES ON “GRATITUDE WITH ATTITUDE”

Morah Rosalie Koblick’s first graders engaged in their Monday Morning Middot meeting

mr. cohen retires 
from teaching 
Robert Cohen has retired after a 37-year 
career as a part-time chemistry teacher 
at Maimonides. 

Mr. Cohen, who retired from his full-
time teaching job at Brookline High 
School several years ago, began here in 
1975.

“Bob has enjoyed great student 
fondness at Maimonides,” said Judy 
Boroschek, Upper and Middle School 
general studies principal.  ”We will miss 
him.” 
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Contact your class secretary (see 
listings below) to share your news.  
If you would like to serve as a class 
secretary, contact Mike Rosenberg 
(617-232-4452 x 405, mike@
maimonides.org) to volunteer.

1958
Mazal tov to Eleanore (Stern) Weiner 
on the birth of her first great-grandson, 
Michael Eliran Barkai. 

1963
Mazel tov to Judy (Weiner) Menkes on 
her marriage to Jack Hirshman.

1966
Contact Dr. Tamy (Simon) Chelst, (248) 
353-2268, tamychelst@gmail.com.

1970
Contact Gary Cantor, (610) 664-3502, 
gcantor@bm.net.

1971
Contact Rabbi Dr. Ed Goldstein, (516) 
295-4118, bernieavi@aol.com.
Mazal tov to Rabbi Ed and Michele 
Goldstein on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Emmy Dinah.

1972
Yitzhak Sokoloff chaired a session during 
“Ethics and 21st Century Military Conflicts,” 
a recent conference in New York City 
sponsored by Beit Morasha and Friends 
of the Israel Defense Forces. Nahum 
Twersky ’65 was a member of the event’s 
dinner committee.

1973
Mazel tov to Amy and Executive Director 
Naty Katz ’73 on the birth of their 
grandson, Yaakov Leor, son of Shari and 
Ari Katz ’99.

1974
Contact Jay Solomont, (212) 203-0145, 
jay.solomont@gmail.com; or Daniella 
(Peyser) Teutsch, (201) 379-5408, 
dteutsch@yahoo.com.

1975
Mazal tov to Abby (Jacobs) Wyschogrod 
on the engagement of her daughter 
Meggie ‘07 to Eli Freedman.

1982
Mazal tov to Rabbi Fyvel and Leya 
Shuster on the birth of their grandson, 
Shmuel Zelig.

1986
Contact Josh Garren, joshgarren@
gmail.com

1988
Contact Elka Tovah (Menkes) Davidoff, 
(781) 480-4242, etm@theworld.com.
Mazal tov to Rabbi Shmuel and Sheri 
Feld on the birth of their son, Ovadiah 
Yeshayahu.

1990
Alixandra Kolbe reports that Sarah Devora, 
older daughter of Rabbi Seth Binus, z”l, 
attends a Bais Yaakov High School in the 
Toronto area after graduating from the 
eighth grade at Eitz Chaim School for Girls 
in Thornhill, ON, with a prize in middot. 
Seth’s daughter Shulamis (Shuli) Yaffa will 
be graduating from Eitz Chaim in June.

1991
Mazal tov to Esti (Stein)  and Yaakov 
Meth on the birth of their son, Asher.

1992
Mazal tov to Eitan Levisohn  and Dina 
Epstein on the birth of their daughter, Talya 
Gavriella.

 1993
Mazal tov to Dr. Shira (Langenauer) ’95 
and David Galper on the birth of their 
daughter, Meital Shalva.

 1994
Mazal  tov to Masha and Dr. Alex Sherman 
on the birth of their daughter.

1995
Mazal tov to
Dr. Shira (Langenauer) and David 
Galper ‘93 on the birth of their daughter, 
Meital Shalva.
Timna (Taube) and Erez Glambosky on 
the birth of their son, Adam Joseph. 
Rabbi Zev and Chana (Feuerstein) 
Reichman on the birth of their daughter. 
Rabbi Dani and Ayala Rockoff on the 
birth of their daughter, Ora Hila.

1996
Mazal tov to 
Ilya Belopolsky on his marriage to Ariella 
Brunwasser, Maimonides Director of 
Admissions.
Ezra and Azadeh (Refah) Frazer on the 
birth of their daughter, Tamar Avigayil.
Andrew and Shoshana Geller on the birth 
of their son, Lev Gavriel.
Nahum and Molly Palefski on the birth of 
their son, Robert (Robbie) Leo.
Raphi Savitz on his engagement to Dr. 
Glenda Berman.
Ben and Kaila Shimshak on the birth of 
their son, Yehuda Zev.

1997
Mazal tov to
Chavi and Gavi Berkovits on the birth of 
their son, Natan Barak.
Drs. Ilana (Hefter) and Joseph 
Feuerstein on the birth of their son, Meir 
Aharon.
Dr. Natan and Nava Krohn on the birth of 
their daughter, Ava. 
Melissa Sydney and Adam Marshak on 
the birth of their daughter, Yaira Lieba. 
Yoni and Dahlia Weinberg on the birth of 
their daughter, Yardena.

1998
Mazal tov to Miriam (Vishniavsky) and 
Yechiel Cohen on the birth of their son, 
Yosef Shalom. 

1999
Mazal tov to 
Chava (Hartman) and Rami Gamss on 
the birth of twins, Danielle and Liam.
Ari and Shari Katz on the birth of their son, 
Yaakov Leor.

2000
Mazal tov to Rebecca and David Sendor-
Israel ‘01 on the birth of their son, Aviv 
Moshe.

2001
Mazal tov to 
Adina (Polen) and Ariel Mayse on the 
birth of their son, Ezra Elimelech Meir.
David and Rebecca Sendor-Israel ’00 on 
the birth of their son, Aviv Moshe.

Elana (Stramer) and David Steltzer 
on the birth of their daughter, Adelaide 
Maytal.

2002
Mazal tov to 
Michelle (Singer) and Dovid Osband on 
the birth of their son, Evan Jacob.
Josh Einhorn and Malka Roditi-Einhorn 
on the birth of their son, Natanel.
Yoni Spiewak on his engagement to 
Naomi Schanfield.

2003
Mazal tov to Elise (Polaner) and Jonny 
Hay on the birth of their daughter, Nora 
Rose. 

2004
Contact Gabi Lupatkin, (617) 797-5178, 
glupatkin@gmail.com.
Mazal tov to
Jamie Chiel on her marriage to Josh 
Sturm.
Sarah (Wecker) and Moishe Sobel on the 
birth of their son, Avi Joel. 
Aliza Vishniavsky on her marriage to 
Yitzie Greenbaum.

2005
Mazal tov to
Ari Bellin on his marriage to Sara 
Herst, Director of Student Activities at 
Maimonides.
Shimmy Goldish on his engagement to 
Elinoa Schaeffer.

2006
Mazal tov to 
Eli Cohen on his marriage to Margaret 
Zwiebach ’08.
Tova Stark on her marriage to Evan Levine.

2007
Mazal tov to 
Nate Jaret on his marriage to Rachelli 
Kenner.
Meggie Wyschogrod on her engagement 
to Eli Fredman.

2008
Mazal tov to 
Atara Michal (Lauren Simkovitz) and 
Jonathan Kriendler on the birth of their 
son, Yisrael Leib.

class notes

Continued on page 8
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ALUMNA REFLECTS ON 35 YEARS OF THE BUSINESS OF CREATIVITY
Judy (Weiner) Menkes Hirshman ’63 has 
enjoyed a 35-year window on happy 
family events throughout the Greater 
Boston Jewish community.

She has spent most of her career as the 
owner of Unique Simchas Invitations 
and Calligraphy, not only crafting invita-
tions for smachot, but also sharing the 
joys, and occasionally the sorrows, of 
two generations.

“I’m somewhat of an arts and crafts 
director, somewhat of a social worker, 
and a small business operator,” she 
laughed.  “Some of my friends say I eat, 
drink and breathe invitations.”

Unique Simchas is currently on the mar-
ket for sale, however, as Judy recently 
married Jack Hirshman and will spend 
part of the year in Toronto and the rest 
in Miami. “It’s not something that I want 
to say goodbye to, that’s for sure,” she 
said. “It has become my identity…It has 
been a very big blessing.”

Judy grew up in Winthrop, MA; her fam-
ily operated the venerable American 
Kosher Products Co. in Mattapan. After 
attending a small yeshiva day school 
in Chelsea, she began her Maimonides 
education in seventh grade in Roxbury, 
graduating after her final year in 
Brookline.

“There were eight of us in the class, all 
good kids,” she reflected. “My Hebrew 
skills, which I use in my business every 
day, all came from Maimonides. My 
middot, my basic way of life, all came 
from back then. It was a strong begin-
ning.”

The business was born in 1978, when 
Judy was still living in Brockton. “My 
dear friend Peggy Gopin Weiss ’62 
suggested that we go into business 
together. She was the rebbetzin in 
Brockton, and it was her idea that 
we do something together to stay in 
touch, as my daughter was enrolled at 
Maimonides and my family was moving 
to Brookline.”

Indeed, Judy said, it was Rebbetzin 
Weiss who came up with the name 
Unique Simchas. “It started out with 
Peggy, her mother Bella and me — it 
seemed like a lovely thing for ladies 

to do.” When the partners decided 
to move on, Judy went solo, running 
Unique Simchas from a basement cor-
ner at home. She juggled the invitation 
business with her work as a synagogue 
Hebrew school teacher and administra-
tor. After several years, “Something had 
to give, so I chose the business, because 
it was a lot more fun and was closer to 
home.”

 Judy obtains basic invitation formats 

from suppliers’ albums. There were two 
of these collections when she started at 
home; now there are about 300 in her 
store. Through her creative use of mate-
rials, she transformed these templates 
to Judaic themes.

Entering into the computerized calligra-
phy division of the business in the mid-
1980’s, Judy remarked, “In those days 
what was available was a plotter, a let-
tering bed that held a little mechanical 
pen and wrote out each letter. It took 
forever,” she recalled. Indeed, changing 
technology revolutionized the invita-
tion business. 

“Everything was slower. As an example, 
invitation proofs came through the 
mail. Clients would come into the store, 
pick up proofs and then return to com-
municate their approval. Faxed proofs 
were next and now proofs are delivered 

by email with no need to see the cus-
tomer.  Within the past year we’ve even 
had exciting color proofs. Technology 
is making it easier; fonts are more cre-
ative, colors are more spectacular.”

Judy said her daughter Elka Tovah 
(Menkes) Davidoff ’88 was a key to 
helping navigate these changes. “Elka 
grew up with the business, so from 
the beginning she was always nearby,” 
Judy said. “After she graduated from 
Maimonides she began constantly 
learning about the business, and after 
graduating from Simmons she became 
full-time partner. She specialized in the 
computer and calligraphy department 
and I was mostly in charge of the invita-
tions.”

 Customers increased, mainly by word 
of mouth. Unique Simchas moved from 
the Menkes home in Brookline to a 
Beacon Street storefront near Coolidge 
Corner in 2000. The store relocated 
to its current Newton Centre space in 
2008.

Much of the work is interpersonal, Judy 
related. “Customers usually are unfa-
miliar with this business — they don’t 
know what’s available or what suits 
them. They often need help with deci-
sion making and wording. For me, it’s 
easy to hear what they’re saying and 
tune into their needs. I can narrow it 
down to three albums pretty quickly 
and I’m usually right.” She added that 
this isn’t so different from other occupa-
tions, ranging from retail to medicine, 
where the experienced expert easily 
guides the client to the right solution.

Her work is detail-oriented — many 
specifications, spellings, font sizes, ink 
colors. “At times it can be very intense, 
but I don’t see it as hard,” Judy com-
mented. She said her creative talent 
is “just something innate.”  And she 
acknowledges that there aren’t many 
Maimonides alumni whose careers are 
in the arts.

Over the decades, she observed, 
“people’s self-confidence has grown a 
tremendous amount” regarding invita-
tions. “People were hesitant to do much 
years ago, especially with color. They 

Judy (Weiner) Menkes Hirshman ’63
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Maimonides School is celebrating its 
75th anniversary this academic year 
with an array of speakers whose areas of 
expertise will illuminate the evolution of 
the school and the influence of its hash-
kafah in the greater culture.

The monthly series began on Saturday 
evening, Nov. 17, with the annual 
Kristallnacht commemorative lecture, 
presented this year by Ambassador 
Stuart Eizenstat. 

Monthly programs will follow through 
April, “offering expertise from a variety 
of perspectives related to modernity, 
Orthodoxy, and the School’s continuing 
mission,” said Miriam and Steve Spear, 
75th Anniversary Celebration co-chairs, 
in announcing the series this month. 
The speakers are:

Saturday evening, Dec. 1: Dr. Jeffrey 
Gurock, Libby M. Klaperman Professor 
of Jewish History at Yeshiva University 
and former chair of the Academic 
Council of the American Jewish 
Historical Society. Prof. Gurock is the 
pre-eminent historian of Orthodox 
Judaism in the United States.

Sunday morning, Jan. 13: Rabbi 
Jacob J. Schacter, University Professor 
of Jewish History and Jewish Thought 
at Yeshiva University. Rabbi Schacter 
is the former dean of the Rabbi Joseph 
Soloveitchik Institute, which was based 
at Maimonides. Early in his career he 
was the mara d’atra at Young Israel of 
Sharon.

Sunday evening, Feb. 10: Rabbi Dr. 
Meir Soloveichik, director of Yeshiva 
University’s Zahava and Moshael Straus 
Center for Torah and Western Thought. 
An associate rabbi at Congregation 
Kehilath Jeshurun in Manhattan, he is 
the great-nephew of the founder of 
Maimonides School.

Thursday evening, March 7: Rabbi 
Seth Farber, former Maimonides 
limudei kodesh teacher and author 
of An American Orthodox Dreamer: 
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik and Boston’s 
Maimonides School. He is founder and 
director of ITIM, a non-profit in Israel 
that provides information and advo-
cacy connected to life cycle events.

Tuesday evening, April 23: Dr. Erica 
Brown, noted author and educator, 
now serving as scholar-in-residence 
for the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington. Her organization, Leading 
with Meaning, offers leadership develop-
ment for individuals, boards and profes-
sional staff.

When Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik 
established Maimonides School in 1937, 
it was truly “revolutionary,” the Spears 
said, for its co-education, its linkage of 
Orthodoxy and modernity, and “open-

ing a Jewish day school during rampant 
assimilation.”

Maimonides “was the Rav’s home, where 
he brought theory into practice and 
brought practice into the scholarship 
for which he is so widely respected and 
admired,” they wrote. “We enthusiasti-
cally invite you to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of this audacious experi-
ment—still ongoing and vital—and the 
bounty it continues to produce: our chil-
dren, the Rav’s students, and the Torah 
Umadda they bring to society.”

Ten students are ready to move to the 
forefront of promoting school activities 
and programs to prospective families 
and current audiences.

They are the first Maimonides student 
ambassadors, a selective leadership pro-
gram crafted and directed by the Office 
of Institutional Advancement to show-
case juniors and seniors, thus reinforcing 
the value of a Maimonides education.

Taking part are seniors Bracha Hirsch, 
Miriam Kramer, Kayla Seigel and 
Mikhael Smits and juniors Yael Green, 
Rachael Hirsch, Hannah Lanzkron, Eliana 
Ramelson, Liorah Rubinstein and Ari 
Schild.

“The program is designed to provide 
a meaningful experience for stu-
dents and deepen their connection to 
Maimonides,” said Ellen Pulda, develop-
ment and public relations officer, who 
has the lead role in developing the ini-
tiative. “It is designed for students who 
demonstrate sincerity, maturity and a 
willingness to show their school pride.”

Participants learned about the new extra-
curricular offering at the student activi-
ties fair. They were required to complete 
applications and undergo individual 
interviews. As part of their training, they 
toured the facilities and learned about 
the school’s history.

Students will perform ambassadorial 
duties as their academic schedules 
permit. Assignments could range from 
welcoming new students and following 

up with visiting prospects to assisting 
with special events, speaking at meet-
ings of donor societies and representing 
the school at community occasions. They 
also could be called upon to provide stu-
dent perspectives at alumni events.

The ambassadors hit the ground run-
ning. Three of them were on the scene 
at the Admissions Department‘s annual 
Havdalah party on Nov. 17.  Four more 
assisted at the Elementary School open 
house for prospective families the follow-
ing day.

“After the first year, the program should 
launch in the spring with application and 
selection process completed before sum-
mer break,” Ms. Pulda said.

SERIES OF DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS MARKS 75TH ANNIVERSARY

AMBASSADORS display TALENT and PRIDE

2012-13 Student Ambassadors
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“RETIRED” TEACHER ADDS DEPTH, ENERGY TO CLASSROOM PROJECTS
What was life like for children in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts during that 
first winter after Pilgrims disembarked 
from the Mayflower?  Maimonides sec-
ond graders are exploring that question 
through an exchange of “letters” with 
their imaginary “grandparents” back 
in England. Students have been using 
books, video, and a trip to Plimoth 
Plantation for research.

Helping execute the ambitious 
project is Rose-Jane Sulman, a 
retired teacher who has returned 
to her profession at Maimonides 
as an instructional assistant, and 
has become “one of the best gifts 
that the Elementary School has 
received,” according to Associate 
Principal Reena Slovin.  

“Her wealth of knowledge and 
experience, her boundless 
energy and passion for learn-
ing, combined with her humility 
and sincere affection for children 
and adults of all ages make her 
a role model for all educators,” 
Mrs. Slovin asserted. “She is 
extremely dedicated and hard-
working,” added Grade 2 teacher Allison 
Longo. “The class is extremely engaged 
in the unit.”

For Mrs. Sulman, much of the joy is in 
watching younger teachers “bring so 
much life to the school. They’re so bright 
and creative. It sounds like a cliché, but 
people are really excited about what 
they’re doing and working to make 
Maimonides even better.”

Mrs. Sulman grew up in Haverhill, a mill 
city near the New Hampshire border, 
where she was the only girl in after-

noon Hebrew School. She was aware 
of Maimonides as a child, because “my 
grandfather supported Maimonides.”

She earned an undergraduate degree 
in English at Barnard College. Then she 
began work as a teacher in a Montessori 
School. “I always wanted to teach,” she 
explained, and after taking time off to 
raise her four children she returned to 

the classroom, emerging with a master’s 
degree from Tufts University. 

After practice teaching in Cambridge, 
she decided she wanted to work in an 
urban environment, with its diversity 
and opportunities to help the underpriv-
ileged. But when she received an offer 
from Cohen Hillel Academy, the com-
munity day school in Marblehead, she 
reasoned, “Well, I would give it a couple 
of years and then make a change.”

Eighteen years later, she was still in the 
Cohen Hillel classroom — two years 

after retiring as a teacher in five different 
grade levels, learning how to instruct 
different ages with appropriate cur-
ricula. For the past two-plus years she 
has worked in Maimonides Elementary 
School classrooms, deeply involved with 
what she calls project-based learning 
in social studies. “Her impact has been 
far-reaching.  She has mentored novice 

teachers, advised senior faculty 
members, and encouraged 
countless students and par-
ents,” Mrs. Slovin said.    

“I always thought that Jewish 
education was parochial and 
narrow — and then I just fell 
in love with it,” she declared. 
“I just came to realize that 
this was a new generation…I 
could stay Jewish by watching 
my grandfather or listening to 
my mother talk. My children 
needed a foundation.”

And at schools like 
Maimonides, “being Jewish is 
part of your daily life. It’s who 
you are…Day school makes 
children feel their Judaism for 

positive reasons, not only as part of a 
tortured history.” 

“I just believe that integrating curricu-
lum and project-based learning creates 
a naturally differentiated, engaging, and 
inspiring curriculum for all kinds of learn-
ers,” she declared, “I am happy to be 
able to be working on this.  Maimonides 
is a very intimate and warm school, and 
so supportive of its students that I love 
working here and am so proud to be 
part of it.”

Allison Joseph (left) and Rose-Jane Sulman join third 
graders at the classroom easel.

would tend to do the same thing repeat-
edly. Now everything has broadened. 
People have more flexibility in their 
product choices and interest in making a 
statement of who they are and how they 
represent themselves.”

She has designed thousands of invita-
tions for weddings and Bar and Bat 
Mitzvahs, as well as birth announce-

ments for two generations. “People 
will tell me, ‘You did my wedding,’ and 
once they describe the invitation I can 
remember it,” she said.

Judy serves mostly individuals and 
institutions in the metro Jewish commu-
nity. But there have been many, varied 
others as well. “I’ve done invitations in 
Vietnamese, Russian, Spanish, French, 
Chinese, Farsi and Greek,” she said. 

”I give Maimonides a lot of credit for 
who I am, and I’m truly grateful,” Judy 

declared. She also expressed “my grati-
tude to the school, and my fond memo-
ries of (Principal) Rabbi (M.J.) Cohn, who 
established a lot of my self-discipline; 
Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth for his warmth 
and kindness; and Mr. (Ralph) Tucker, 
who had strong requirements and didn’t 
accept excuses. He is the reason that 
I spell correctly and speak correctly… 
These teachers played a tremendous role 
in my life. I learned from their example 
and they are never to be forgotten.”

Creativity
Continued from page 4
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elementary FAMILY LEARNING marks 18 years
One of Maimonides School’s most successful 
multi-level learning initiatives in a generation 
is celebrating its 18th anniversary.

The Elementary School’s Family Learning 
program brings students and other family 
members together one Sunday morning each 
month in the Brener Building lunch room 
to learn Torah from an array of teachers, in-
cluding community volunteers.

“The origins date back to a CJP grant in 1995,” 
said Zev Gewurz, who with his wife Risa took 
over leadership of Family Learning more 
than six years ago. After sponsoring Family 
Learning for the last several years in memory 
of Risa’s father, Ralph Loebenberg, z”l, they 
have turned the reins over to parents Alex 
Klibaner ’91 and Rachel Schiff.  

Rabbi David Saltzman, Elementary School 
principal, is “the backbone of the program,” 
Mr. Gewurz said. “He keeps it running in the 
great tradition in which it was founded.” He 
also thanked Jay Einhorn and Raphi Schorr for 
consistently helping. 

Erica Brown, the noted author and educa-
tor, was a Maimonides parent who helped 
develop and lead Family Learning in its for-
mative years.  Dr. Brown, scholar in residence 
for the Jewish Federation of Greater Wash-
ington, will be one of the guest speakers in 
Maimonides School’s 75th anniversary series 
(see story, page 5).

Dr. Brown wrote an article introducing 
the program in a Maimonides newsletter. 
Following are excerpts from her essay:

…(T)he command to educate one’s children is 
reinforced three times a day in the Shema, mak-
ing it central to a parent’s task in the upbring-
ing of his progeny. The parent then was both 
enabler and provider. The Talmud informs us 
that education outside of the home started 
primarily to assist orphans who didn’t have the 
benefit of “home schooling.” In BT Bavra Batra, 
we are told that Rabbi Yehoshua ben Gamla 
established a network of elementary teachers 
in every region to provide schooling for those 
without parents. However, between the lines we 
understand that the primary responsibility for 
creating educated Jewish children lay with par-
ents and not institutions.

Today we have moved far away from the bibli-
cal and rabbinic models and have wonderful 
Jewish day schools serving in loco parentis. 

Fortunately, many schools are realizing the 
importance of having parents once again as 
partners in the educational endeavor. Parents 
are grateful that Maimonides is one such insti-
tution which recognizes the role that parents 
can play in supplementing and enhancing a 
child’s studies. 

In 1995 Maimonides received a grant from the 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies to embark on 
a program of family education…Four sessions 
took place during the academic year for fifth 
and sixth graders and their parents. Through 
beit midrash study, role-playing and formal 
instruction, the group (often numbering over 
100) explored a range of topics from honoring 
one’s parents to privacy and friendship…

 Over the past two years the elementary school 
has been experimenting with family learning on 
Sunday mornings. Sandwiched between a bagel 
breakfast and a raffle, children and parents sit 
over texts and guided question sheets, thinking 
together about tradition and practice. The cur-
riculum ranges from Pirkei Avot based discus-
sions of middot to preparation for an upcoming 
holiday. 

Anybody who has had the privilege of sharing 
in this morning study can see the beauty of 
old texts translated into new faces. The source 
material is reviewed by a faculty member, rabbi 
or educator in the community and offers par-
ents a chance to practically sit side-by-side in 
the classroom with their child…

As we continue to explore family learning at 
Maimonides, we hope the program will expand 
and include other grades and more participants 
in the coming academic year. The alliance of 
parents, teachers and administrators is criti-
cal for all educational undertakings, but par-
ticularly for religious education and character 
development, where book learning and role 
modeling intersect. 

By bringing more parents into the school and 
into the educational process, we also hope 
to make more homes into living classrooms. 
Our children will all be the beneficiaries of this 
important Torah partnership. Parental involve-
ment begins in the Torah and will ultimately 
bring us back to the Torah: “And when in time to 
come, your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ 
And you shall tell him…” (Shemot 13:14) What 
shall you tell him? What does it mean? Let’s 
learn together and figure it out.
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Dozens of Maimonides School 
graduates, spanning more than 40 
years of graduating classes, gathered 
at Traffic Midtown East in Manhattan 
on Nov. 14 for the Alumni Council’s 
first Metro New York alumni event. 
Sports journalist Jeremy Schaap 
was guest speaker. Nahum ‘96 and 
Jake Palefski ‘99 (left) were among 
the guests.  Executive Director Naty 
Katz ‘73 used the occasion to present 
a certificate of thanks to Leah 
(Rosenfield) Lightman ‘78 for her 
hospitality to a busload of students 
on a chesed mission Nov. 11. (Photos 
by Leonard Eisenberg ‘68)

The Maimonides School family mourns the 
loss of 1976 graduate Bracha (Halbfinger) 
Tal, of blessed memory, who passed away 
in Jerusalem last month.

After graduating from Maimonides, Mrs. 
Tal studied in Israel and then attended 
Barnard College, graduating in 1980. She 
attended law school at Hebrew University.

Mrs. Tal was an attorney in the Office of 
the Ombudsman (Mevaker Hamedina), 
part of the state comptroller’s portfolio 
in Israel, from October 1986 to July 2012.  
The ombudsman investigates complaints 
against certain government agencies and 
helps citizens who have disputes with the 
authorities. She rose through the ranks to 
head of her division. 

One of her colleagues noted that the divi-

sion she managed was responsible for the 
office’s first branch, which opened in Be’er 
Sheva in March 2006.  “Bracha played a 
significant role in establishing this office 
and in increasing the accessibility of the 
ombudsman to underserved popula-
tions, such as Bedouin in the Negev,” she 
said. “Bracha was one of the pillars of the 
office.“

Mrs. Sylvia Halbfinger said her daughter 
“maintained friendships with classmates 
from Maimonides in Israel, and they would 
gather periodically when other classmates 
would visit.” She is also survived by sib-
lings Chaim ’78, Tziporah Reisman ’80 and 
Eliezer ’83; her husband, Dr. Eliyahu Tal, a 
pediatric dentist; and their five children, 
Tehila, Gilad, Oded, Efrat and Nadav. 

Max Vogel on his engagement to Haley Vinick.
Margaret Zwiebach on her marriage to Eli Cohen ’06.

2009
Natan (Kawesch) Stein ‘09 has been accepted into the 
Israel Defense Forces’ Tzameret military medicine program 
at Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

Condolences to…
David ’86, Sharona Kay ’87 and Amir ’90 Karger on the loss 
of their beloved father, Arieh Karger, z”l.
Dr. Joshua Levine ’89 and Emily (Levine) Rapalino ’91 on 
the loss of their beloved brother, Charles, z”l.
Craig ’77 and Rabbi Asher Lopatin ’82 on the loss of their 
beloved brother, Alan, z”l.
 

class notes
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